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We receive a lot of questions about Social Security Number Fraud which is often tied to Identity theft.
One of the most recent Questions was:
How would someone determine if a person who is currently using a valid Social Security number is
actually the person the number was issued to, and is not just using a valid number in a fraudulent manner?
Say for example: Person 'A'• has a valid social security number and person 'B'• lists the number on their
employment records as their social security number. Your Free SSN verification would show the number
is actually valid but the number would be being used in a fraudulent manner.
Our Answer was:
Yes, a Free SSN verification would most likely show the SSN was valid. The only way to figure out if it's
being used fraudulently is by conducting one of a few professional investigator-assisted searches. If you
are an employer checking on a current or former W-2 employee you could use the Social Security
Number Verification Service, SSNVS from the SSA.gov.
Otherwise, we would recommend one of the following four searches.
1. A reverse SSN trace
2. A Comprehensive Background Check by SSN
3. An Exhaustive People Search by SSN
4. A Financial Due Diligence Report
Any one of these investigator-conducted searches often reveals all the names reporting the SSN with the
address history.
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The amount of information provided by these different reports vary, however most of them typically
include dates the address information was reported to the various bureaus and reporting agencies.
This would give you a clue as to who actually established the SSN first. Typically the person who was
issued the number first establishes it first (establishing credit, utilities, etc).
Sometimes immigrants who have established themselves (went thru the process of getting a work permit
or visa) and obtained a SSN so they can work legally share the number with relatives or friends.
Sometimes a loan application is completed using a slightly different name or a variation of the name the
SSN was actually issued to. Even if the loan is turned down for credit the name is actually reported in the
credit bureau records. This establishes a new or additional name attached to the SSN.
It can sometimes be difficult to know who the actual number was issued to. If you are an employer as
registered with the IRS and need to verify current or former employees (only for wage reporting [Form
W-2] purposes) you may use the Social Security Number Verification Service (SSNVS) found on the
SSA.gov web site.
If you not an employer or you are trying to verify a prospective employee or other individual
(independent contractor or any other 1099 type of employee) you would need to use a third party
investigation service and still need to abide by FCRA and other employment laws.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Noah Wieder is President and CEO of Intelligent eCommerce, Inc. and the founder of
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